
Saint Paschal Baylon Catholic School 
Responsive Return Plan-Frequently Asked Questions  

(updated 8/10/2020 with the those added most recently at the beginning) 
 
Can you give us an idea of what the classrooms will look like? 
At this point, not all teachers have been in their classrooms, but our maintenance team has 
been working extremely hard to set up the classrooms and space out the desks as much as 
possible.  We have included some pictures below of a kindergarten classroom, a fourth 
grade classroom, and the junior high science room with plexiglass dividing the tables.  In 
addition to spacing out the desks, we have ordered desk shields for each student as another 
barrier for protection.  While the desk shields have not yet arrived, a picture is included 
below.  They have a clear window in the front, and they  are able to be wiped down and 
sanitized.  Students can even move them to another location, if necessary. 
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What will we do about mask breaks and temperature control in the classrooms?  
As we know that the start of the school year can be quite warm, we have put some plans in 
place to help our students stay cool.  For the first few weeks of school, students will be 
permitted to wear their gym uniform or shorts and an SPB spiritwear t-shirt in place of the 
traditional school uniform. Also, we have plans in place for teachers to allow students to 
have “mask breaks” throughout the day.  In addition to taking classes outside, there are at 
least eight air conditioned spaces throughout the school that teachers can utilize.  
 
When will Before Care and Extended Day begin for students in grades K-8? 
Before Care and Extended Day will begin on August 31. These programs will not be 
available for the first three days of school, August 26-28. 
 
Since water fountains cannot be used, have you considered purchasing water refilling 
stations to replace existing water fountains or retrofitting newer ones? 
We are extremely grateful to two families who have offered to pay for new water fountains 
that include refilling stations.  Unfortunately, the water refilling stations are on backorder 
as there is a demand across the nation for them. Only one of our water fountains can 
actually be retrofitted, and it is the one near the entrance to the office. We strongly 
encourage students to bring a couple of water bottles to school so that there is no need to 
refill. 
 
Can we get more information about recess and physical education class? 
Students will not be required to wear their masks during recess or PE class. These are both 
opportunities to maximize social distancing.  We will not be using the playground at this 
time; however, children will be encouraged to bring in individual items to play with at 
recess: sidewalk chalk, jump ropes, Skip Its, etc.  Mrs. Sarosy, our PE teacher, has planned 
for games and activities that limit sharing of gym equipment: yoga, fitness testing, paddle 
ball, line dancing, etc. 
 
What happens if a child is tested positive for COVID-19? Does the whole class have 
to quarantine?  
SPB will follow the guidance of the Cuyahoga County Board of Health (CCBH) in the event of 
an exposure or suspected exposure of a student, staff member, or a member of the immediate 
household. Below is guidance from the CCBH: 

● Anyone exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 should contact their primary care provider 
and depending on their access to care, they will be given testing instructions.  

● Families and staff members must notify the school if they have been diagnosed with 
COVID-19, exposed to anyone with COVID-19, or if a member of the immediate 
household is presumed to have COVID-19. 

● If you have had close contact with someone with COVID-19, you must stay home from 
school for 14 days from the date of exposure. Close contact includes direct physical 
contact (i.e. touching, hugging, kissing) with a person who has COVID-19 or being 
within 6 feet of that person for more than 15 minutes. 



● Anyone testing positive for COVID-19 is isolated at home and receives a call from the 
county/city of residence’s health department with instructions on how to keep themselves 
and their family safe. 

● The CCBH, not the school, will contact the person diagnosed and conduct the contact 
tracing. 

● All students and staff will follow the CCBH guidelines for school attendance and 
readmittance to school after a positive COVID-19 diagnosis, including self-quarantine for 
14 days, significant improvement in respiratory and gastrointestinal symptoms. 

If a student or teacher tests positive for COVID-19, they will be contacted by the Cuyahoga 
County Health Department and follow their guidance. The Health Department will make 
determinations on who in the school or classroom needs to be quarantined and for how long. 
Those students needing to stay home would be able to keep up with their school work by 
accessing the classes online.  We are using cohorts/pods with students in K-6 and limiting 
movement in 7 and 8. 
 
Could you please help clarify the arrival and dismissal procedures?  
When students enter our school building, they are required to have their masks on. Upon 
entering,  they will proceed to one of the staff members who will take their temperature. Next, 
they will proceed to the closest hand sanitizer station to sanitize their hands.  If it is easier for 
your child to have their mask on when they exit your vehicle, we are fine with that decision. Bus 
riders will be required to wear masks when riding the bus. When our students exit for the day, 
they will be required to wear their masks. They may remove the mask when they are in your 
vehicle or in the case of the bus, when they get off. 
 
If we are not having Meet the Teacher in person before school starts, how will my child 
know who his/her teacher is? 
We will offer a virtual Meet the Teacher event on August 24th for all of our K-8 school families. 
We know this is not the easiest way to welcome our students back, but it is the safest. You will 
receive an email before that event letting you know who your child’s homeroom teacher will be. 
Supplies that are usually brought to Meet the Teacher can be brought to school on the first two 
days of school.  If your child has too much to carry that first day of school, he/she can always 
bring remaining supplies on Friday. 
 
Will the students be using lockers? Where will their coats and bookbags be located? Some 
classrooms have individual lockers, but some classrooms do have double wide lockers that are 
shared. There will be a class management system in place for students to keep their distance 
when going to their lockers so that students do not congregate.  
 
Will public schools provide transportation? 
We reached out to all of the public districts last week to confirm transportation. We have heard 
back from Mayfield and Willoughby-Eastlake, and they will be providing transportation 
following the same schedules as last year.  South Euclid-Lyndhurst plans on providing 
transportation for only those students who live 2+ miles away from the school. We have not 
heard back from Richmond Heights.  You are welcome and encouraged to reach out to your 
district’s transportation department directly with questions or for clarification. 



 
Can you share additional details about what simultaneous learning will look like? 
Google Classroom will be our main platform for K-8. Students will login to Google Meet at the 
beginning of the school day, and they can be present and participate in morning announcements, 
prayer, and classroom meetings. Attendance will be taken. Teacher instruction time will be on 
video with the student at home being able to engage in the classroom at the same time 
(synchronous). Some subjects may have recorded lessons for the students to access on their own 
time. Students will be able to ask questions during the synchronous lessons. When students work 
independently, students at home do not need to be connected to the livestream.  The schedule 
will look different for different grades, and individual teachers will share a schedule and 
expectations with students. Please refer to the Responsive Return Plan for the simultaneous 
learning guidelines. Again, simultaneous learning requires a commitment for a quarter.  It has 
not been decided yet as to which teachers in K-6 will be assigned to students who have chosen 
simultaneous learning. 
 
What will the deadlines/procedures be for communicating our child’s learning plan for 
each following quarter? 
We will reevaluate simultaneous learning decisions at the end of each quarter. Parents can elect 
to utilize simultaneous learning or a return to the classroom for their child at that time. 
 
Are parents expected to wait in the car at morning drop-off to see if their child passes the 
temperature check?  
Because we are asking parents to check student temperatures at home before sending them to 
school, we do not feel that it is necessary for each parent to wait for permission before they 
leave. If we find that our additional screening shows a temperature of 100° or higher, we will 
contact you to pick up your child. 
 
With the heat that typically comes at the beginning of the year, will students be able to 
wear gym uniforms? 
We have made plans for students to wear gym uniforms/shorts and spiritwear for the first few 
weeks of school.  More information will be provided. 
 
What is the specific guidance that will be communicated and followed regarding 
handwashing?  
Teachers will be instructed to build in time for handwashing/restroom breaks five times 
throughout the day.  This year students will go to lunch first and then recess. We have created a 
staggered lunch/recess schedule so that students can wash their hands before lunch and after 
recess.  Signs in the restroom will remind students of proper handwashing techniques just as they 
were displayed last school year.  Parents should also practice proper handwashing techniques at 
home so that students are accustomed to them.  We hope to include some friendly reminders for 
students during our morning broadcast announcements. 
 
Will my child participate in MAP testing this year? What if we choose simultaneous 
learning for our child? 



MAP testing will continue this year.  The diocese is working with NWEA, the company 
responsible for MAP testing, to coordinate MAP testing for students at home. 
 
 
 
 
Will there still be a PTO Uniform Exchange this year? 
As of now, there will be a PTO Uniform Exchange in Julie Billiart Room near the office. The 
tentative dates are August 3-21.  Masks are required, and only one family will be permitted in the 
room at one time to ensure social distancing. Information will be shared once it is finalized. 
 
Since there is no Meet the Teacher Night, when can we purchase gym uniforms and pencil 
cases? 
The gym uniform order form can be found on our school website under Quick Links.  You can 
send that to the office, and your order will be processed.  To purchase a pencil case, send $3.00 
in an envelope with your child’s grade and room number listed.  We will make sure he/she 
receives a pencil case. 
 
Where can I find the school supply list? 
The school supply list can be found here or on our school website under Quick Links. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.saintpaschal.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Saint-Paschal-Baylon-Catholic-School-Supply-List-2020-2021.docx.pdf

